soon seemed to him a necessary condition of his existence,
Meanwhile   the   coronation   was   drawing   near,   an
Goethe became Gretchen's tutor in all the details of tl
great state function.    The evening companies became moi
and more prolonged and more and more animated, and c
one occasion,  shortly before coronation day,  the part;
excited by the festivities, and augmented in numbers t
some new amvals from abroad, did not disperse till mon
ing.    Wolfgang had to steal home by a roundabout wa;
for on the direct road his father might have seen hi:
through a little peep window  (that may still be seen
overlooking the street called Kleiner Hirschgraben.    1
last came coronation day.   Goethe was up bright and ear
in order to see all the important transactions as plainly ai
fully as possible.    For the elaborate festal illumination
the evening he had an appointment with his friends ai
with Gretchen.   To avoid being recognised he had put on
disguise, and he now walked about, his sweetheart on t.
arm, through the crowds of people, from one quarter of t!
city to another, as happy as if he were wandering over t!
fields  of Elysium.    When  they grew tired and hung
the young people went into a restaurant and made mer
until a very late hour.    Goethe escorted Gretchen home, ai
on parting she kissed him on the brow.    It was the first ai
last time that she showed him such a favour.    For mea
while, from a wholly unexpected source, a heavy ston
cloud had collected over the heads of the little company.
On an excursion to Hochst in company with Pylac
and Gretchen's cousins, Goethe had met a young man whc
the cousins wished him to recommend to his grandfatt
for an  office  in the  city government.    He granted t
request and the young man was appointed.    From tt
